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Great Bitter Lakes Association  

Adel Hanna 

Fifteen commercial ships were trapped in the Egyptian Suez Canal due to the 

outbreak of the war between Egypt and Israel on June 5, 1967, and orders were 

issued for these ships to anchor in the bitter lakes and not move. 

An American ship did not comply with the order and continued sailing until it 

stopped in Lake Timsah in the north, and it was, in my opinion, a failed attempt 

by the captain to escape to the Mediterranean, while the rest of the ships 

complied and docked in the bitter lakes. 

With the conditions resulting from the war and the closing of the canal, it was 

impossible for the ships to sail again and they were held in the lakes 

indefinitely. 

The sailors on the ships of eight countries coexisted with the new situation, and 

everyone began to face the situation, so a new entity was established that 

included the 14 ships in the name of the Great Bitter Lake Association “GBLA” 

It was also called the "Yellow Fleet" due to the accumulation of yellow dust and 

sand on the ships. Then the presidential and administrative teams were formed 

and the regulations were written and a club was formed in the name of the new 

association and competitive matches were held between the ships and even they 

held their own Olympics. 

The international authorities began to recognize the new institution, which in 

turn issued its own postage stamps, and the new stamps were recognized and 

given the authority to use in the Egyptian and international post. 

190 postage stamps with a total of 887 copies were designed in the period from 

1967 to 1974. The stamps were drawn by hand or printed on the board of the 

English ship Melampus, whose head was Captain Malcolm Lees, who had the 

idea. 
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The designs of the stamps were innovative and creative, chronicling the period 

of the detention of ships and their social events, so they celebrated the 

establishment of the institution and the alliance between them in the first 

postage stamp, followed by documentation of all occasions such as holidays and 

end-of-year celebrations, and even women had a share as well. Sailors 

requested women to join the family enterprise. 

After the end of the war, the authority of the institution was terminated, and 12 

ships were withdrawn to her country, where they had lost the ability to move as 

a result of the lack of maintenance and the spread of rust in her bodies. As for 

the two German ships, they sailed to Germany relying on their own engines 

only. 

In the first picture, a magazine rapper sent from Pakistan to England, it was 

detained for 7 years in the Suez Canal with an apology from the English mail 

for the delay, then some samples of the sailors' letters. 
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 سسة البحيرات المره الكبرىؤم

 ١عفُّٛ ذجاسّٚ فٗ لُاج انغٕٚظ انًصشّٚ تغثة لٛاو انذشب تٍٛ يصش ٔ اعشائٛم فٗ  ٥١ادرجضخ 

 .، ٔ صذسخ الأٔايش نٓزِ انغفٍ تانشعٕ فٗ انثذٛشاخ انًشِ ٔ عذو انذشك٥٦٩١َّٕٕٚٛ 

نى ذًرثم عفُّٛ ايشٚكّٛ نلأيش ٔ أكًهد الاتذاس درٗ ٔلفد فٗ تذٛشِ انرًغاح فٗ انشًال ٔ كاَد فٗ 

مادٖ يذأنّ فاشهّ يٍ انمائذ نهٓشٔب تانغفُٛح انٗ انثذش انًرٕعظ تًُٛا ايرثهد تالٗ انغفٍ ٔ سعد فٗ اعر

 .انثذٛشاخ انًشِ

يع انظشٔف انُاذجّ عٍ انذشب ٔ إغلاق انمُاِ كاٌ يٍ انًغرذٛم عهٗ انغفٍ اٌ ذعأد الاتذاس ٔ ذى 

 .ادرجاصْا فٗ انثذٛشاخ انٗ اجم غٛش يغًٗ

انغفٍ انراتعّ نثًاَٛح دٔل يع انٕضع انًغرجذ ٔ تذأ انجًٛع فٗ يٕاجٓح انًٕلف فرى  ذعاٚش انثذاسِ فٗ

 GBLA" "Great Bitter" تاعى يٕعغح انثذٛشاخ انًشِ انكثشٖ ٥١ذأعٛظ كٛاٌ جذٚذ ٚضى انغفٍ ال

Lake Association" 

نصفشاء عهٗ جغى َظشاً نرشاكى الأذشتح ٔ انشيال ا "Yellow Fleet" ٔ عًُٛد أٚضا تالأعطٕل الأصفش

انغفٍ ثى ذشكهد انفشق انشئاعّٛ ٔ الإداسٚح ٔ كرثد انهٕائخ ٔ ذى ذكٍٕٚ َادٖ تاعى انًؤعغّ ٔ إلايح 

 .انًثاسٚاخ انرُافغٛح تٍٛ انغفٍ ٔ تعضٓا، درٗ آَى ألايٕا أٔنًٛثٛاد خاصّ تٓى

تشٚذ خاصّ تٓى، ٔ  تذأخ انجٓاخ انعانًّٛ فٗ الاعرشاف تانًؤعغح انجذٚذِ انرٗ أصذسخ تذٔسْا طٕاتع

 .ذى الاعرشاف تانطٕاتع انجذٚذِ ٔ إعطاءْا انصلادٛح نلاعرعًال فٗ انثشٚذ انًصشٖ ٔ انعانًٙ

ٔ كاَد انطٕاتع ذشعى  ٥٦١١انٗ  ٥٦٩١َغخّ فٗ انفرشِ يٍ  ٨٨١طاتع تشٚذ تئجًانٙ  ٥٦١ذى ذصًٛى 

اٌ لائذْا كاترٍ يانكٕو نٛض انرٗ ك Melampus تانٛذ أ ذطثع عهٗ ظٓش انغفُّٛ الاَجهٛضٚح يٛلاَثاط

 .صادة انفكشِ

كاَد ذصًًٛاخ انطٕاتع يثركشِ ٔ خلالّ ذؤسر نفرشج ادرجاص انغفٍ ٔ أدذاثٓا الاجرًاعٛح فادرفهٕا تمٛاو 

انًؤعغّ ٔ انرذانف تُٛٓى فٗ أل طاتع تشٚذ ٔ ذلاِ ذٕثٛك نكافح انًُاعثاخ كالأعٛاد ٔ ادرفالاخ َٓاٚح 

ً فصذسخ تعض انطٕاتع انطشٚفّ انرٗ ذطهة انمثض عهٗ انعاو ٔ درٗ انُغاء كاَد  نٓا َصٛة أٚضا

 .انُغاء نصانخ انثذاسِ أ نطهة َغاء نلاَضًاو لأعشج انًؤعغّ

عفُّٛ انٗ تلادْا دٛث كاَد لذ فمذخ انمذسِ  ٥١تعذ اَرٓاء انذشب ذى إَٓاء صلادٛح انًؤعغّ ٔ ذى عذة 

فٗ أجغايٓا ايا انغفُٛراٌ الأنًاَٛراٌ فمذ أتذشذا انٗ أنًاَٛا  عهٗ انذشكّ َرٛجح لهح انصٛاَّ ٔ اَرشاس انصذأ

  .يعرًذٍٚ عهٗ يذشكاذٓى فمظ
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عُٕاخ فٗ لُاج انغٕٚظ  ١فٗ انصٕسج الأٔنٗ دافظح يجهّ يشعهّ يٍ تاكغراٌ إنٗ إَجهرشا ذى ادرجاصِ ل

 ٔ عهّٛ اعرزاس يٍ انثشٚذ الإَجهٛض٘ نهرأخٛش ثى تعض ًَارج يٍ خطاتاخ انثذاسج.
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Egypt – The 1915 Provisional 

By EPS member Amr El-Etreby 

 

National Awards 

*3
rd

 Continental Philatelic Exhibition 31/12/ 2015: 6/1/2016 (GOLD-90 points) 

 

International Awards 

*PhilaTaipei 21-26 October 2016 (Vermeil - 83 points) 

*Finlandia 24-28 May 2017 (GOLD-90 points) 

*MonacoPhil 2019 29
th

 November 2019 – Treasures of Egypt 

 

An article based on this exhibit has been published in the Egypt Study 

Circle QC No 255- 2015 and the article has been awarded the following: 

*MacArthur Award 2015  

*PhilaTaipei 21-26 October 2016 (Literature Class -Large Silver) 

*Spring Stampex 15-18 February 2017 (Literature Class -Large Silver) 

*London 2022 19-26 February 2022 (Literature Class -Large Silver) 
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The members of the Philatelic Society of Egypt, PSE, have for some time noticed that 

Arabic texts whether on covers, postcards, documents ... etc. are being erroneously 

translated into English in catalogs, magazines, websites and even private collections, 

with serious consequences to the interpretation of the item in question. 

 

The PSE has a group of members who are fluent in both Arabic and English languages 

and are gladly willing to help not only with any translation required, but also with the 

interpretation of other aspects relating to social, historical and geographical 

circumstances of the time, such as familial salutations, bureaucratic jargon, 

handwritten annotations and talismanic markings. 

 

This service is available to anyone, just send to this email a clear scan of the item; 

front and back of a cover, postcard, content of a letter or document ... etc. and we shall 

be happy to oblige as soon as possible. 

 

Provisionally, this service is free of charge for single items. 

egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.comEmail :  

 

 

mailto:egyptianphilatelicsociety@gmail.com
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